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DearMr.President:

Formorethan thirty years, I have fought on behalfofAmerica'sstudents to expandthe options they have
to pursue a world -class education. As you know, too manyofthem are deniedan equal opportunityto a

high- quality education simply because ofwhere they grow up or howmuch money their family makes.
You rightlyhave called this one ofthe most significantcivil rights issuesof our time.

Leadingthe U.S. Department ofEducation has given me an exceptional opportunity to advocate on behalf
of the forgotten students the traditional system leaves behind. We have achievedmuch.

Wehave sparked a national conversationabout putting students and parents incharge ofeducation,
leadingto expandedschool choice and education freedom inmany states. We have restored the proper
federal role by returning power to states, communities, educators, and parents. We have returneddue
process to our nation's schools and defended the FirstAmendment rights of students and teachers. We

have dramatically improved the way students interact with Federal Student Aid. We have lifted up

students by restoringyear- roundPell, expandingSecondChance Pell, deliveringunprecedented
opportunities for students at HBCUs, and so muchmore .

Finally, Mr.President, I know with certainty that history will show we were correct in our repeated urging
of and support for schools reopening this year and getting all of America's students back to learning. This

remains the greatest challenge our nation's students face, particularly students ofcolor and students with

disabilities. Millions are being denied meaningful access to education right now , inno small part because
of the union bosses who control so much of the traditional system .

We shouldbe highlightingand celebratingyour Administration'smanyaccomplishmentson behalfof the

Americanpeople. Instead, we are left to clean up the mess caused by violent protestorsoverrunningthe

U.S. Capitol in an attempt to underminethe people's business. That behaviorwas unconscionablefor our

country. There is no mistakingthe impact your rhetoric had on the situation, and it is the inflectionpoint
forme.

Impressionablechildren are watchingall ofthis, and they are learningfrom us. I believe we eachhave a
moral obligationto exercise goodjudgementandmodelthe behaviorwe hopethey wouldemulate. They

mustknow from us that America is greaterthanwhat transpiredyesterday. To that end, today I resign

frommy position, effectiveFriday, January 8 , in supportofthe oath I took to our Constitution, our
people, andour freedoms.

Holdingthis positionhas been the honor of a lifetime, and I will be forever grateful for the opportunity to
serve America and her students.

Sincerely ,

Betsy
Betsy DeVos


